The Spirit of Japan,

in Bamboo Lioh.

Kokura Castle Bamboo Light Festival #8
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Creating a recycling-oriented society and building a thriving city

: ] The Spiritof Japan,
by transforming "bamboo damage" into "bamboo wealth"

in Bamboo Light.

Kokura Castle Bamboo Light Festival [Kokurasjo Takeakari] Z’
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[Kokura-jo Takeakari], Kitakyushu's autumn event, began in 2019 with the theme of "transforming
bamboo damage into wealth" and features almost 35,000 bamboo lanterns adorning the area sur-
rounding Kokura Castle. The event contributes to environmental conservation by chopping down
bamboo in neglected groves, bringing life to the city with bamboo lanterns, and creating a memorable
experience for inhabitants.

[Kokura-jo Takeakari] is appealing because it embodies "local patriotism" for the environment, the
"sincerity" of volunteers, and the tender feeling it delivers to visitors in magical settings. This
heartwarming event, created by locals for locals, will continue to shine thanks to the efforts and altru-
ism of many individuals.
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into "bamboo wealth"

Y'\Nhat it means to transform "bamboo damage"
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Unless they are properly controlled, bamboos—which grow at an incredible rate among plants—devastate forests and have harmful effects
on the environment and living conditions.
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I The size of bamboo groves in Kitakyushu
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| Why have abandoned bamboo groves spread?
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An increase in alternative products, such as plastics
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An increase in imported bamboo and shoots
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A labor shortage caused by the aging population, etc.
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I Unless we take care of neglected bamboo groves...”
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Bamboos will invade woodlands and farmlands
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Reduce biodiversity
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Cause landslides and mudslides, etc.
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To help eliminate neglected bamboo groves as much as possible
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We cut down bamboos, transform them into lanterns, and
host [Kokura-jo Takeakari]. By establishing the event as
something that enlivens the city and delights the locals,
we sublimate the "bamboo damage" into "bamboo wealth".




e’

L

CONCEPT

I3MOoJg UdZIIL)) & m a+ H

MOERFREFILD MITEADOINIEE. ZHBRKE®
LADRMEEHI DR INTHERS > T4T7TT 8
ME3cETHESABRTHIRER MR RERD.
HPRERTIRFEEFE (LY,

Local volunteers are in charge of all aspects of the event, including
bamboo chopping, bamboo lantern manufacture, venue management, and
lantern lighting. Participation provides social experience, benefits the
community, promotes intergenerational interaction, and fosters local
pride.
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Three Concepts Supporting [Kokura-jo Takeakari]
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Approximately 2,000
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Approximately 5,000
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We are making various efforts to ensure that this event is accessible to everyone.
Following the event, we recycle and reuse the bamboo lanterns to promote resource recycling.
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Bamboo paper fantern-making
by primary school children




CONCEPT  Tourism Promotion
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As Kitakyushu's seasonal tradition, the event generates excitement for
the city's development and attracts tourists from both within and outside
of the city. We also collaborate with the city of Kokura and local busi-
nesses to create opportunities for visitors to visit the city center.
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CONCEPT  Environmental Conservation
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We actively harvest Bamboo in mountain forests that have sustained
damage caused by bamboo to create bamboo lanterns. We have a
system for reusing and recycling the lanterns after the event.
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Approx. 30 tons of bamboo are harvested 35,000 bamboo lights
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Recycled bamboo lanterns
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"Kokura Takenoko" Bamboo Incense Bamboo ameliorant and charcoal
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12 Days to Experience Japanese Tradition
We invite you to the Kokura Castle Bamboo Light Festival.

This year's main theme is “The Spirit of Japan, Lit in Bamboo.”

The venue will be transformed into a dreamlike setting where visitors can experience the beauty of tradi-
tional Japanese culture.

Over twelve evenings, the “Japanese Cultural Program” will feature tea ceremony, flower arrangement,
incense, traditional music, and dance—offering a different cultural experience each night.

The festival runs for 12 days, its longest duration to date.

The venue has been expanded to include the Kokura Castle main keep plaza and surroundmg areas.
Around 35,000 bamboo lanterns will illuminate the grounds, creating unique and atmospheric scenes
throughout each area.

By making use of bamboo—a familiar and sustainable resource—the festival creates social and cultural
value.

The Kokura Castle Bamboo Light Festival continues to grow as a source of pride for the community, offer-
ing memorable experiences that will stay with you long after your visit.
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3-2-19 Uomachi, Kokurakita-ku, Kitakyushu-shi, Fukuoka (in Tsujiri tea store)
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This leaflet is made of 100 Natural Bamboo Paper, which is 100% Japanese bamboo.
(Chuetsu Pulp & Paper Co., Ltd.)




